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About the National Library of Australia

Our Collections
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Access and Usage

SESSIONS @
MLA OMLINE#*
17 billion Australian and
online resources available* @

27.1 million newspaper
pages available online @

466.6 million lines of
text corrected @

45,908 physical items delivered
to users either in reading rooms
or offsite via interlibrary loan or
document supply @
36,245 reference and information
inquiries answered by Library staff @

Note that upward and downward arrows reflect the trend from previous year.

WE OPERATED FROM
FIVE BUILDINGS
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The main Library building
Three offsite collection
storage repositories
An office in the
Australian Embassy
in Jakarta

Visitors

399,0450 wsi: 266,686 © Vs

Our staff delivered
onsite and offsite public
programs including:

67 public events @
260 volunteer-led tours @
101 organised school
programs @

10 learning programs

In 2022-23, there were:
184,097 reading room visitors @

68,673 visitors to our
exhibition galleries &

14,182 visitors to events @
4,356 school students @
42 online events @
78,505 online event attendees @

Social Media®
695,857 © 40473 42,844
ENGAGEMENTS @ ENGAGEMENTS @ ENGAGEMENTS ©

WE OPERATED TWO READING
ROOMS AND TWO GALLERIES

IN THE MAIN BUILDING

T

Main Reading Room

Special Collections
Reading Room

Treasures Gallery
Exhibition Gallery

Based on postcodes voluntarily supplied and grouped by Australian
Bureau of Statistics Remoteness Area Codes



Chinese Australian population data & project targets

2021 Census results

* Chinese is the fifth most common ancestry held by Australians (5.5%).

« Mandarin is the second most widely spoken language in Australia after English;
Cantonese is the fourth most widely spoken language.

Project Collecting Targets

Ninety oral history interviews across Australia with
Australians with Chinese Heritage.

Approaches to seven individuals & organisations for papers

60 commissioned photographs

Increased contemporary publishing from and by the
community collected




Fijian Australian population data & project KPIs

« The Pacific is of strategic interest to the Library
« Australia is home to the largest Fijian population outside Fiji.
« Fijians have been a presence in Australia since the 1800s.

Project Collecting Targets

60 oral history interviews across Australia with Fijian
Australians

Approaches to five individuals & organisations for
papers

60 commissioned photographs

Increased contemporary publishing from and by the
community collected




Engagement and Outreach



Contemporary Published Collecting

Outsteps, Archived 11 May,
Fiji-baat , Salvin Kumar, 2020, https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj- https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20220511051346/https://www.oursteps.c
2964400340 om.au/bbs/forum.php



Australians with Chinese Heritage

Young lion dancers from the Chung Wah Association of Home, Anna Zhu, 2008, nla.cat-vn8609740
Perth prepare to perform at the Chinese New Year cultural
festival, Perth, Western Australia, 2022. Photographer —
Philip Gostelow. http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3058020532

Photographic portrait of oral history subject Margaret Yung
Kelly, Sydney, New South Wales, 25 March 2022.
Anna Zhu, photographer http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-

3049616158



https://nla.gov.au/nla.cat-vn8609740
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3049616158
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3049616158

Fijilan Australians

Rotuman Dance performance at inaugural fund-raising
dinner for maternal care hospitals in Fiji, 8 October 2021 /
Michael Singh http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-2994849078

Thelma Thomas (MC Trey) with Sevuloni Waqatairewa, 2017
Image: (https://www.sbs.com.au/language/english/audio/sydney-fiji-day-
celebrations-2017

“It’s just been great to be able to share and who may be
listening to this in time to come, right? And it’s just so
encouraging. And maybe I'd just like to just say a few things
in Fijian because language is very important...”



Building the future

1) Aricher national collection

2) Stronger awareness and engagement with collections by
communities

3) Digitisation and promotion of collections

4) Future Directions — the Australian Indian Diaspora



directorgeneral@nla.gov.au
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-library-of-australia/
https://www.facebook.com/National.Library.of.Australia
https://www.instagram.com/nationallibraryaus/
https://twitter.com/nlagovau
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv51AT4rmiwH1M9aLDE1AIA
https://www.nla.gov.au/
mailto:directorgeneral@nla.gov.au
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